YOUR WILL BE DONE

Text: Matthew 6:10b
Heidelberg Catechism LD 49
Readings: Heb 10:1-10; James 1:19-27; 4:13-17
Theme and purpose: “Your will be done” means, help us to know your will, obey it, seek it, accept it and pursue it in all we do.


Many Christians find it hard to figure out God’s will for their lives; they wonder what God wants them to do in life. 
Should I be a plumber or an electrician?
Am I to study in Auckland or Otago?
Shall I repair motors or teeth?
Does God want me to teach children in South Auckland or in South America?
Shall I marry Jill or Jane? 
Should I marry Harvey or Henry?
What does God want me to do, and how do I know?!
Can I expect God’s guidance in a dream, or a vision, or in a voice of thunder from heaven?
When I pray, “Your will be done”, what am I asking for; what am I letting myself in for?!
When it comes to the matter of God’s will and his guidance in our lives we have a lot of questions!

1. The first point to make in considering this subject is that WE KNOW GOD’S WILL FROM THE BIBLE.

Deuteronomy 29:29 is an important verse in this matter; “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”

This verse describes God’s secret things, his secret will, that is, all his plans and purposes and decrees that he has not made known to us, has not revealed, has not told us about. We do not know all that God has in mind for our lives, our church, our nation or our world. We do know some things, but not all the detail about the future.

Yet God has revealed many things, which are recorded in this book, the Bible. He has made known to us the plan and work of salvation in Christ. He wants all men to repent of their sin and believe in Jesus Christ. Once people have come to faith in Jesus he wants them to live in obedience to all his commands and laws. 

Deuteronomy 29:29 comes at the end of the five books of Moses, the Torah, the Law. God gave these to Israel and to us so that “we may follow all the words of this law.” This is God’s will for our lives; this is what God wants us to do. 

God’s laws are summed up in the Ten Commandments, but there are many more commands that express his will for our lives in more detail. These cover marriage and family life, our relationships, our words and work. God commands us to be patient and peace-loving, selfless and self-controlled, gentle and generous, holy and upright. God’s laws cover our talents and time, our money and motives. 

Where God does not give us specific direction or a direct command he leaves it up to us to make wise and informed decisions about all the details of our lives – whom to marry, where to study or to holiday, what job to take up, what to eat and wear. To make those choices we need to know God’s word and apply it to these specific decisions we face. Usually that takes some thinking, and it is usually helpful to ask for advice. 

We know God’s will from the Bible. 

2. Second we are to OBEY GOD’S WILL IN OUR LIVES

a. This seems very obvious, but it needs to be said because it goes against our sinful nature. By nature we are inclined to disobey God’s commands. We want to do our will, not God’s will. We insist on our own way. I will do what I want to do! I’ll do it my way!

b. But God commands that we obey his law, that we follow his will. James warns us that it is not enough to “merely listen to the word”; we must “do what is says”. “The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it – he will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:22, 25) Someone has said that “knowing God’s will may make a man admired, but it is the doing of it that makes him blessed.”

i. This obedience must be cheerful. Sometimes, children, you obey your parents out of duty, because you have to, because dad said so. Sometimes our obedience to God is like this. 
But this isn’t good enough; it is not good enough in our relationship with our parents, nor in our relationship with God!

In Psalm 40:8 David wrote; “I desire to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart!” Paul urges you to do the will of God “from your heart”. (Eph 6:6) Your obedience must be cheerful, glad, thankful! Frances Havergal said; “Once the will of God to me was a sigh; now it is a song!” Is the will of God a sigh to you or a song?

ii. Our obedience ought also to be willing. Sometimes, children, your parents will ask you to do something and you will argue with them; “Do I have to do that? It’s not my turn to mow the lawns! I emptied the dishwasher yesterday!” We do this with God. We are like Moses; when God told him to go to Egypt to rescue his people he had a long list of excuses as to why he was not the man to do this job! Sometimes we have lots of excuses as to why we should not obey God’s commands. 
The catechism reminds us that praying this prayer means that we are to obey God’s will “without any backtalk”, without argument or debate, but rather being willing. 

iii. As you seek to obey him God assures you that he will “equip you with everything good for doing his will.” (Heb 13:21)
Jesus also warns that the only one who will enter the kingdom of heaven is “he who does the will of my Father in heaven.” (Matt 7:21)
And he also said that obedience to God was evidence of belonging to God’s family; “Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:35)

c. Our greatest example of doing God’s will is the Lord Jesus. He said; “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” (John 4:34) He said; “I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent me.” (John 5:30 ESV)
The writer of Hebrews quoted Psalm 40:8 as fulfilled in Jesus, because he had come to do God’s will. (Heb 5:7) God willed that his Son would die on the cross and that this would be the once for all, complete sacrifice for sin. We read about that in Hebrews chapter 10. In our regular celebration of the Lord’s Supper we remember that Jesus was obedient to death, even death on a cross. (Phil 2:8)

We know God’s will through the Bible.
We are to obey his will in our lives.

3. Third, we are to SEEK GOD’S WILL IN OUR PRAYERS

In his first letter the Apostle John wrote; “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us – whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him.” (I John 5:14f) That sounds like a blank cheque for prayer – that God will give us whatever we ask. But John added the qualification that we must ask “according to his will.” 
We have seen that there are some things God has hidden from us, matters he has not revealed to us; we cannot ask about those things because we don’t know them!

So we must ask according to God’s revealed will; we must ask for things God has commanded us to ask for, as Paul does in his prayers. He prayed for the church in Colossae, asking that God would give them spiritual wisdom and understanding, that they would live a life worthy of the Lord, please him in every way, bear fruit in every good work and grow in a knowledge of God. (Col 1:9ff) All of these are the will of God for our lives. We may pray for all of these, confident that God will give us what we ask for. The better we know God through his word the more closely our prayers will match his will and the more we will know what to ask for. 

The will of God must always be the condition of our prayers; we pray, not my will, but your will be done.

Again our Lord Jesus is our greatest example. On that Thursday night before his death he was in the Garden of Gethsemene. As he faced the horror of the physical and spiritual torment he would endure he prayed; “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” A little later he prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” (Matt 26:39,42) 
The situation and suffering of Jesus was unique. He was the only one who was both God and man and only he could bear the punishment for our sin. In this he is the Saviour of his people for he died in our place. But in his submission to the will of his Father he is our example; we too need to pray, “Yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)

We know God’s will through the Bible.
We are to obey his will in our lives.
We are to seek God’s will in our prayers.

4. Fourth, we are to ACCEPT GOD’S WILL IN OUR CIRCUMSTANCES.

One man in the Bible who modeled this was Job. He was a wealthy man who had large flocks and herds, and sons and daughters. Then suddenly, without any warning, he experienced great trials and losses. On one day all his oxen and donkeys were stolen and his large flocks of sheep were destroyed by fire from heaven. On that same day his sons and daughters were sharing a meal together in a house and a great wind destroyed the house and they were all killed!

Job responded; “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” (Job 1:21)

Some time later Job became very ill with painful sores all over his body. When his wife urged him to curse God and die he replied, “Shall we accept good from God and not trouble.” Job 2:10) He was able to accept God’s will in his circumstances. 

Are you also able to do this? If you were to lose a child, or suffer a significant financial loss, or your business was to go under would you respond as Job did? Would you say with him, “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.” 

Would you hold on to the truth of Romans 8:28; “For we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who are called according to his purpose.”

When you become terribly ill, or are in great pain, would you accept that God is sovereign, good and all wise, even though you don’t understand God’s purpose for this suffering? Can you, would you, trust in God even though you can’t see where this is all going?

Are you able to confess with your heart and mouth the truth expressed in the catechism about God’s providence, that “We can be patient when things go against us, thankful when things go well, and for the future we can have good confidence in our faithful God and Father that nothing will separate us from his love.” (Q 28) 
Can you accept God’s will in your circumstances?

5. Finally, this prayer calls us to PURSUE GOD’S WILL IN THE WORLD. 

This third petition follows on logically from the first and second. 

First we pray, “Hallowed be your name.” May you be honoured as God, set apart as Lord, and recognized as the God of all glory!

Then we pray, “Your kingdom come.” God’s name is hallowed as his kingdom spreads and extends through the world. 

Then we pray; “Your will be done.” As his kingdom comes we will see his will being done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

When we pray, “Your will be done”, we are not only applying this to our lives and prayers and circumstances, but to every aspect of our lives, to every sphere of service, to every area of work and study and leisure. And we are not only applying this to us personally but to the whole world.

When we pray this prayer we are also committing ourselves to doing all this with diligence, courage and perseverance. This petition means, as the catechism says, “Help everyone carry out the work he is called to as willingly and faithfully as the angels in heaven.”

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Amen

